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Author of CIA’s Pollifax
Lives on Newberry Neck

ByJobm R. Wigging

T ClA's most likable
periapa its only licable agent if cne
considers recent news slories, s a
€3yvar oM widew in Brunswick,

*ndmmmum..m

Mrs. Esly Polifax, who i sual
ly woding ber geraniams when
visted by the eclair-gabbling C1A
olficial who lssuss directives dhat
send her into the m.fhlm of
intrigue and high , is th
creation of Decothy ‘Glirean Buters,
a writer who moved to Surry from
Nova Scotla last June.

Where Mrs. Polifax syrang fom
Is Mrs. Bulterss memory o a

“1 grew wp 0 a pasecage in
Brunswick where there were Jos of
eidrly pesple who were just fasci
nating characters. Do they nake
them like Ut any mere’ There
were ecomtrics and widows who
traveled te Timbocteo and women
With moner who bad nothing cbe Lo
do. | remember one who alvays
wore a raincaal and carried an
wanbrella o matier whal the weath
er vas. They were fascinating and
wnique and they were just there.
Mrs. Pollifax is érawn (rom them.
Probably she is a substitate moer,
00

My father was & minister, bet he
had done all his traveling befere 1
was born, and 1 grew up in Bruns-
wick. He was in that age group with
all Sose characters, toa ™

Mrs. Palifax first appeared in
peist in 1996 in a bock called THE
UNEXPECTED MRS POLLIPAX
In tat epic she mrvived the woest
that Albana and Commanist Cuna
could inflict and bobbed 10 safety on
a nft in the Adriatic, § menory
serves,

‘Then carve THE AMAZING MRS,
POLLIFAX, laid in Turkey; THE
ELUSIVE MRS. POLLIFAX, whare
she won the secret beart of a
Bulkarian premier; and A PALM
FOR MRS POLLIPAX, where the
scesario was Switzerland

The latest is MRS. POLLIFAX
ON SAFARI, in which ear herine
disgoses o an rerraticnal asas-
sin, a haré blonde whits supremist
from Rhodesia, and several lesser

readers cin be sure that she will
meet those lapses of behavior with
impeccable gentility asd common
sense. Beng o genticwoman, she
resurta to harate saly when a villain

proves iznmune to the orsinary calls
um-mmm deserres 3
st Cliop o0 U Neck.

“1 wrole the first Pollifax book
when 1 was in & very difficult time in
Bfe | had been writing children’s
bocks and | had always wasiled to
wrile an sdult beok. 1 was fesling
trapped, snd 1 tad her do ol the
thisgs | had alwnys wanted b do
wrarvel, adventure, and Us restof 1%
1t was pure escaplsm.

Dovothy Gilman Butters

1 started very depressed, and
the bock went on | had therapy llld
Jeft mmy hasbend and wenk (hroug
several crises. By the time | was
(hrough writisg the book. & grest
many hings kad hagpened 10 me.
18 wats & real surprise. [twas my
first adult novel, and they bought it
for & movie with Roealind Russell
They made a horritle morie of &
and they everually yankedit m
went tarough (csr
finally Rox Rassell did most of m.
under her mother's
name, Clara MeKnkght, It came out
on Brosdway in 1990 Then ln\l\'ﬁ
& few driveins and just sorl
disappeared. My 303, who was 14.
Fond itk nid petors 1 tec hisn 6
he Broadway openitg. | reember
that halfway-through it 1 tarned 1o
Wi aed s, Who are G
people”” 1 just didnt recognize the
story 1 had written.”

Neo matter what Hallywosd did
'\ Mrs. Pollfax is stll alive and
well in the booksiores. All five
voluzoes are still in print, te fint
one has just been 2
e bave been bought and reprist-
«d by READER'S DIGEST, and
sales are steady if ot spectacular,
1 doe't know how many they sell”

nu.g. 3 mies out of Yarmeuth,

INova Scotia. 1 was a s vilkage
a( caly 158 people, small esough so
lhl mlld hy IM at e

and listen 10 the lodstermen

mﬂh-mlbcul !hurllm 1 loved
t, butit sert of collapend. The thind
postal strike in Caaada listed stx
weeks, which gave me a desolaie
foaking, Thanmy oldest soncame up
to vist me and got stuck with an
alrport strike. Some peogle 1 bad
been fond o moved awiy about
then, and |1 was gelting a bt
isolated. | thought Tat In Maine |
could hang oa to the same life style
and sull gel ¥ know some people.

“Tormy soes, | &m just s mother
who vrites. For a long tme they
never read my books. Children take
Uiligafos granted. They have begen
1 read them now.

“Writing simething tha is
posnd to be funny is the harded
thing ia the world. It doen’t flow,
You bave te consiruct it ke
crossword puzzle.

*Sirce [ have bees bere in &m‘(
1 bave writien 130 pages about a
woman Bving by herself i a Nowa
Sootia fishing vilkage, 1t just flowed,
Like poetry or philosophy; bet with
Mrs. )"olh(nyounldo'n and wrie
diaogue and then switch it arousd
encegh to get 1 off bal
have o wrile it twice. First yw
wrile it strught asd thes you &
back and justapose things to gt
them offcenter. It is a different
and i Lakes 3 heck
of 8 Wt mece craft”

o

r
MrsPoLLisax On Sarari

ﬁ§.

In two of ber tales, Mrs. Pollifax
Scttered on the beink of romarce. In
e last o, she has Lalen up with a
retired judge who is & nost suitable
companisn and who wasld no deubt
win the approval of the other
members of the garden chab back in
Brunswick.

“They will prebadly stay to-

Bt tired of writing within » for-
mrala. I taok off and wrote two other
d-muv-hmo“n/\mmm

THE L .1 had fun doing it,
bat you'd be arared by the mmber
o letters 1 get, and sene of them
were hate Jetters Castigating me for

while the writer wanls Lo grow and
change.

1 haven't Uought of the mext
Pollifax sdventare yet | don'l think
about IL. | Just bilthely assume it can
e dew £ 1 work hard enough at it
It takes me between 3 year and a
mml.-lullm-ma-dhﬂ'
muummlm«-m
& year. The first one was all
iventios, but lately | have been
able to afford to travel and become
fueniliar with = place before | write

¥ Dorothy Gilman

about Mrs. Pollifax’s adventures
there For senoe tire | was tempted
10 visit & metorieus mourain pess

ii
5

llmnhl(ww

beok She 't She
should be 6 now, [ suppose. When 1 ;
startd her, 1 was a complelely
different person. Now | am free, my
two kids are almost through college.,

miyseit, | bave Gaveled, amd | can
make decisions.

"1 woulda't say that | don't enjoy
Mrs. Pollifax, but I find her a bit
conining, for the Dings tat 1 want
tosay, and ! reserve the rght to sy
thee from time to time.

1 feel very very licky and
fortunate and grateful to ber, Is that

Tove! 1 don't kmnew. Everytime 1
hwnm lmwmﬂmmﬂ
rethiak her. 0 kager bubtles

out ,v...u..m:,
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